GRADUATE PROGRAMME IN EQUINE PHYSICAL THERAPY

New for 2008 is a unique programme offered in partnership between Writtle College and Equinenergy Ltd. The BSc (Hons) Equine Physical Therapy is a 3-year academic programme that focuses specifically on the ever-increasing demand for complementary therapies in equine healthcare management. The academic portion of this qualification focuses on many aspects of equine performance, gait, physiology and sports medicine. In years 2 and 3 students develop their knowledge of physical therapy in the equine industry, thus helping each student to develop an understanding of the relationship between structure, function and injury prevention. Second-year modules such as Rehabilitation and Performance enable the student to focus on the preventative maintenance and rehabilitation from injury and third year modules such as Complementary Therapy, Equine Sports Medicine and Biomechanics enhance the student's academic knowledge. Software programmes such as SIMI motion analysis and 'Ontrack' are used in the field to enhance teaching of conformation based studies, for gait analysis and research-based projects. The course is underwritten by the  University of Essex, and will offer students the opportunity to gain a fully-recognised academic qualification. 

In addition to the academic award, students will complete the 3-year programme with a professional qualification in equine sports massage, as an Equine Body Worker – an internationally-recognised certification gained after attending a course that amounts to over 200 hours of study. Much emphasis has been placed on validating this professional qualification internationally and graduate equine body workers can join the International Equine Body Worker Association which serves as a worldwide governing and regulatory body. Each member of the Association is required to carry full professional indemnity insurance and needs to complete a set amount of continued education hours on an annual basis. The Equine Body Worker foundation course can be built on at a later stage by attending modular courses which lead to a Level II and eventual Master Equine Body Worker certification.  

The actual foundation course will be offered to students on the BSc programme during the second year of their study, so that they can concentrate on gaining this qualification before starting their final-year dissertation. 
A future post-graduate programme is planned through partnership of the same institutions.
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